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Get Ready to Tumble!: A Tumblr Tutorial 
 

 

What is Tumblr? 

 

Tumblr is a blogging platform for micro-blogging, a format that allows users to easily share text, 

photos, quotes, links, audio and video in small posts. Think of Tumblr as an intermediary 

between Twitter, which only allows short, 140 character posts, and Wordpress or Blogspot, 

which allow lengthier, in-depth posts. Tumblr updates fall somewhere in between. Tumblr also 

has a social component that allows users to follow each other’s blogs and “reblog” each other’s 

posts. As a hosted service, Tumblr is simple to set up, customize, and manage, as it provides 

users with themes and templates. The Tumblr website boasts that Tumblr is “the easiest way to 

blog.”  

 

What is the value of this technology? 

 

Tumblr is all about simplicity and speed. It allows users to post quick, easy updates. Tumblr is 

great for users who want a website or blog, but don’t have a lot of web design skills or who just 

want to post short entries. It’s also great for social interaction; it has a built in community, and 

users can easily search each other’s blogs and repost favorite updates.  

 

Is Tumblr useful for librarians? 

 

Definitely! Tumblr is easy-to-use and versatile. It can be used in a variety of ways in libraries. 

Because of the micro-blogging format, Tumblr doesn’t require a lot of time and effort for 

librarians to use. Similarly, patrons who read Tumblr posts can obtain information quickly 

without having to read through lengthy posts. Many libraries have Tumblr pages that they use to 

provide information about their services, or post interesting happenings in the community. For 

example, NYPL has a great page (http://nypl.tumblr.com/) with posts about library events, book 

recommendations, tidbits about New York, quotes from guest speakers, and much more. Tumblr 

can also be used to connect patrons with other institutions in the community, authors, local 

figures, and each other. It would also be possible to host a “Create a Tumblr” type of program at 

the library. For example, I created an author fan blog, something library patrons could easily be 

encouraged to do. The possibilities are endless. 

 

What do I need to know to get started? 

 

Tumblr is a very simple technology that doesn’t require much prior knowledge. At the most 

basic, having basic web-browsing skills and knowing how to post links, images, and text is a 

great foundation. Knowledge of HTML and CSS isn’t necessary, but will allow for a more 

customized blog—users with these skills will not be limited to the free themes the site provides.  

 

Are you interested in becoming a Tumblr user? Read on! 

 

 

 

http://nypl.tumblr.com/
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Let’s Get Tumbling! 

 
1. Begin by going to www.tumblr.com and signing up for a blog. You’ll have to choose a URL, 

so choose wisely! This is what the sign-up page looks like: 

 
 

2. Once you log in, you will be brought to your Tumblr dashboard—your homepage. Click on 

the “Customize Appearance” link in the upper right-hand corner of the page. This will take you 

to a screen where you can customize your blog by giving it a title, description, and theme. 

 

http://www.tumblr.com/
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I decided to make a blog dedicated to one of my favorite authors, Louise Rennison. In the above 

image, I have given my blog the title Love is a Many Trousered Thing, based on the title of one 

of her novels, and the description “for Louise Rennison fans.” On the left-hand side of the page, 

various themes are listed. Clicking on any of them will allow you to preview what your blog 

would look like with that theme. I’ve selected the “Royal Ribbon” theme. 

 

3.  Now it’s time to start posting! Go back to the dashboard and choose a post type from the 

options pictured at the top: Text, photo, quote, link, chat, audio, or video. 

 

 
 

For my first post, I chose to share a quotation from the novel. After clicking on “Quote” the 

following screen appeared: 

 

 
 

I typed my quotation in the “Quote” box, and entered the title and author of the book in the 

“Source” box. The source box allows you to format text without the use of HTML, so it’s easy to 

make text italicized or bold.  
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Lastly, I clicked on the green “create post” button to publish the post! Voila! It’s as easy as that. 

Here’s an image of my first post: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tagging, Reblogging, and Exploring:  

More In-Depth Tumblr Techniques 
 

What is “tagging” and why is it important? 

 

Tags are labels that help describe the subject matter of posts.Tagging your Tumblr posts allows 

your readers to easily search your blog for related content. Tagging also helps new users find 

your blog, and lets you search for other blogs. 

 

How do I add tags to a post? 

 

To tag a post, click the “tags” box about halfway down the right side of the “add a post” page. 

Type a few terms that describe your post. The completed tags are highlighted in green. Each one 

has a little “x” on the end that can be clicked if you want to delete the tag. 
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How do I search within a blog using tags? 

 

Let’s say a user wants to search my blog for only the posts related to the Georgia Nicolson 

series. Below is an image of two posts that have been tagged “Georgia Nicolson.”: 

 

 
 

Clicking on one of the tags will load the blog with only the posts with that tag: 
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How can I use tags to search for new blogs to follow? 

 

Let’s say that instead of searching my own blog for  Georgia Nicolson posts, I want to search all 

of Tumblr to see what other users have posted about the series. First, go to your dashboard and 

click the dropdown menu on the “Search Tags” box in the right-hand column. Make sure the first 

option is selected—this searches all of Tumblr (as opposed to “My Dashboard” which searches 

your posts and the blogs you follow, or “My posts” which only searches for tags made in your 

own posts). 
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Next, type a tag you’d like to search for, and press enter to run your search. Here are the results 

of my “Georgia Nicolson” search: 

 
 

Notice that green box on the upper-right of the page? Clicking on it will allow you to track the 

tag you’ve just searched for. That means that the tag will always appear on the right of your 

dashboard, and you will easily be able to check out the latest posts on the topic. This option is 

great to follow posts on current events. 

 

How do I reblog a post? 

 

When you come across a post that you’d like to share on your own blog, simply click the word 

“reblog” in the upper-right corner: 
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After clicking “reblog” the following post screen appears, allowing me to add tags or make 

modifications before posting: 

 
 

I added some tags, then clicked the “Reblog post” button at the bottom of the page. Here’s the 

finished post: 
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Are there other ways to find blogs? How do I follow one that I like? 

 

There are several ways to search for blogs. First, click the “add and remove” button below the 

green “following” button in the upper right-hand corner of your dashboard. You will be brought 

to the following screen: 

 

 
You can browse the blogs in the “Spotlight” tab, or choose from a list of categories along the 

right side of the page. Categories include things like art, design, books, films, fitness, 

technology, etc. 

 

You can also click over to either the “People you know” tab in the center, which allows you to 

search for friends by entering their contact information, or the “Following” tab on the right, 

which shows you users you currently follow, and allows you to enter URLs, user names and 

email addresses of other Tumblr users. 

In the following image, I have gone to the Spotlight tab and clicked “Books.” Here are some 

spotlighted blogs in this category.  
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By clicking on any of the blogs, you will be taken to their Tumblr page. I chose to check out the 

New York Public Library’s page. To follow this blog, simply click the “Follow” but in the 

upper-right corner 

 

 
 

 

If you click the “Dashboard” button, you will be taken back to your dashboard where you’ll be 

able to see the latest posts from the blogs you follow. If you’re a Facebook user (and let’s face it, 

you probably are, right?) you’ll notice that the Dashboard functions much like the Facebook feed 

page, showing you your own updates as well as updates from the pages you follow. 
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How do I “like” a post? 

If you find a post you like and want to show some love without reblogging it, simply click on the 

heart symbol on the post’s upper-right corner, next to the “reblog” link. Easy-peasy! 

 

 
 

 

There you have it! If you have more questions, check out the Tumblr Help Center 

(http://www.tumblr.com/help) and take a look at the additional resources below. 

 

How can I gussy up my Tumblr blog? 

 

The internet is a fabulous place with all sorts of resources you can use to get the most value out 

of your blog.  

 Interested in adding a comments feature or using your own URL? Check out this 
Webmonkey tutorial at http://www.webmonkey.com/2010/02/get_started_with_tumblr/.  

 For those with some HTML and CSS skills interested in creating a custom theme, go to 

http://line25.com/articles/getting-started-with-tumblr-and-custom-theme-design. There 

are numerous other sites out there with free codes and information on how to personalize 

your page. 

 Would you like to keep track of how many people visit your Tumblr page? This Tumblr 
tutorial video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTRGPKU8SlQ by YouTube user 

“thoughtshots” explains how to use Google Analytics to add tracking information to your 

site. Skip to the 6:22 mark for details.  

 Want more information about cool ways that Tumblr can be used in libraries and other 
educational settings? Take a look at this blog post by The Unquiet Librarian: 

http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2011/08/06/tumblr-is-more-than-porn-tumblr-

for-inviting-participation-and-conversations-for-learning/ 

 Libraries and Tumblr (http://www.scoop.it/t/libraries-and-tumblr) is another great 
resource that features interesting ways libraries use Tumblr. 

http://www.tumblr.com/help
http://www.webmonkey.com/2010/02/get_started_with_tumblr/
http://line25.com/articles/getting-started-with-tumblr-and-custom-theme-design
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTRGPKU8SlQ
http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2011/08/06/tumblr-is-more-than-porn-tumblr-for-inviting-participation-and-conversations-for-learning/
http://theunquietlibrarian.wordpress.com/2011/08/06/tumblr-is-more-than-porn-tumblr-for-inviting-participation-and-conversations-for-learning/
http://www.scoop.it/t/libraries-and-tumblr

